INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 


SUBMITTED TO: 

CWGC Commemorations Section 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 7DX United Kingdom 

Email: commemorations@cwqc.org 


Report Date: 20 April 2017 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 
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X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 


Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 


Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Aylmore, Alick Guyer Aylmer 

i 

Assevillers New British 

link 

1-15 th Bn. London Regiment 

i 

Somme, France 

i 

2 nd Lieutenant 

i 

Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 

i 

Death: 23 March 1918 

link 

Burial: 12 December 1920 

i 

Graves Registration Report 

1 

War Diary Extract(s) 

7 

Concentration of Grave 

2 

Other 2 nd Lieutenants MIA 

8 

Exhumation Report 


Other Casualties Buried 

9 

Headstone Register 

3 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Area Map(s) 

4 

Memorial Inscription/Photo 


Trench Map(s) 

5 

Reporting and Review 

10 

Possible Candidates List 

6 

Other 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 at the Assevillers New 
British Cemetery lists an Unknown 2/Lt Civil Service Rifles, known formally as “1/15 th 
(County of London) Battalion (Prince of Wales’s Own Civil Service Rifles)”. 

A review of all the evidence clearly shows that 2 nd Lieutenant Alick Aylmore was the 
only candidate that was at this location and has no known grave. He was killed in action 
on 23 March 1918 on the left of the Mens-Fins Road, southwest of Bapaume in the 
Somme area of France. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 are those of 2nd 
Lieutenant Alick Guyer Aylmer Aylmore of the 1 /15 th (County of London) Battalion 
(Prince of Wales’s Own Civil Service Rifles). He is the ONLY 2nd Lieutenant of the 
Battalion that was in this location and has an UNKNOWN GRAVE, at any time during 
the Great War. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Grave Registration Report Form (GRRF) lists an Unknown British Officer, 
2/Lt. of the “Civil Service Rfls”, buried in Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 (Attachment #1). 
We know that the “Civil Service Rfls” ( Rifles ) were the 1/15 th (County of London) 
Battalion (Prince of Wales’s Own Civil Service Rifles). The cemetery holds a 
number of other men of the same battalion. The names and dates of the known 
men provide strong evidence that all these men were the result of action in the 
area in March 1918 during the German Advance known as “ Operation Michael ”. 

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) shows that the remains of the Unknown 2nd Lieutenant were found in 
amongst a number of other men of the unit, plus others killed in the same 
location in March 1918 (Attachment #2). The trench map coordinates for the 
remains were given as 57c.V.6.b.3.6. That location tells us the remains were 
found north of Fins, France. 

3. The CWGC Headstone Register initially recorded “A 2nd Lieutenant of the Great 
War P.W.O. Civil Service Rifles” (Attachment #3). This was later changed to “A 
Soldier, Unknown 2nd Lieutenant, P.W.O Civil Service Rifles”. There was no 
change in the status of the Officer as an unknown. 

4. The Civil Service Rifles were in the precise area where the remains were found 
in March of 1918. The general area is shown on a map extract ( Bapaume 57c) 
from the Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University (Attachment #4). 
The area is to the southeast of Bapaume, France in the Somme sector. 

5. A detailed trench map of the location of the remains show that they are to the 
west (left) of the Mens-Fin Road, exactly where the Civil Service Rifles were in 
action on 23 March 1918, when 2nd Lieutenant Aylmore was killed in action 
(Attachment #5). The trench map coordinates are 57c.V.6.b.3.6. 

6. The casualty records of the CWGC were searched for all 2 nd Lieutenants of the 
1/15 th Civil Service Rifles who were killed in the Great War of 1914-1921 and 
have no known grave (Attachment #6). The list shows there were ten (10) 2 nd 
Lieutenants, each of which can be tied to a specific battle and location based on 
the date of their death. Research into the whereabouts of each of the missing 2 nd 
Lieutenants revealed that only 2 nd Lieutenant Aylmore was in the area where the 
remains were found at any time during the Great War. In summary: 
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a. On 19 September 1916, 2 nd Lieutenant Ware was killed in action near 
Drop Alley, in the High Wood Area (Attachment #6a). This places the 
casualty to the southeast of Le Sars (Map Coordinates 57C.M.29). 
Although in the Somme Sector of France, this is considerable distance 
(18,000 yards ~ 10 miles) from where the remains were located. As such, 
2 nd Lt. Ware is excluded as a candidate for the remains located in Sector 
57c.V.6, the area north of Fins. 

b. In May 1917 when the Arras Offensive was underway in France, the 1/15 th 
Civil Service Rifles were at Swan Chateau, in the Dickebush area of 
Belgium, to the southwest of Ypres (Map Coordinates 28.H.19.C). The 
CWGC web site implies that 2 nd Lieutenants Smith , Clarke and Jamieson 
were still serving with the 1/15 th at that time and that only 2 nd Lieutenant 
Coldicott was attached to the “2nd/6th Bn. London Regiment (City of 
London Rifles)’’. The British War Diaries clearly show that Clarke and 
Jamieson were also attached to the “2/6 th (City of London) Battalion 
(Rifles)”, who were in action near Bihucourt (Attachment #6b). Smith was 
attached to the “2/2nd (City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers)”, in the 
same area. This location is to the northwest of Bapaume in the Somme 
Sector (Map Reference 57C.G.17). This accounts for the whereabouts of 
these four (4) 2 nd Lieutenants. It is unknown why their names are on the 
Arras Memorial and not the Thiepval Memorial, as they died in the Somme 
Sector prior to 20 March 1918. 

c. On 30 November 1917 the battalion was in the area of Bourlon Wood 
(Map Coordinates 57C.E.12 to 57C.F.14), fighting the German counter 
attacks, which accounts for 2 nd Lieutenants Marchant and Tatum on the 
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval. The CWGC reports that “the CAMBRAI 
MEMORIAL commemorates more than 7,000 servicemen of the United 
Kingdom and South Africa who died in the Battle of Cambrai in November 
and December 1917 and whose graves are not known”. Unfortunately we 
have not been able to recover a war diary that covers the November 1917 
period. We have included instead the historical reference to the presence 
of the 47 th (London) Division in the battle, far away from where the 
remains were located (Attachment #6c). 

d. In August and September 1918, the battalion was considerable distance to 
the southwest of the area where the remains were found. On 17 August 

1918 2 nd Lieutenant Hughes was KIA near Mametz (Map Coordinates 
62d.K.12). A few weeks later, 2 nd Lieutenant Garrett was KIA on 2 
September 1918 slightly further west in the area near Peronne (Map 
Coordinates 62.C.3). The war diary references for these two occasions 
are appended (Attachment #6d). 

7. The war diary of March 1918 for the 1 /15 th (City of London) Battalion (Prince of 
Wales’s Own Civil Service Rifles) confirms that the battalion was in the location 
where the remains of the Unknown 2 nd Lieutenant were found on March 23, 1918 
(Attachment #7). 
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Missing at that time and later confirmed killed in action were Lieutenant Broad 
and 2 nd Lieutenant Aylmore . We confirmed via the London Gazette ( February 1 st 
1918, page 1633) that Lieutenant Broad was not recently appointed 1 st 
Lieutenant, as he ceased being a 2 nd Lieutenant on 12 December 1917. Thus 
Aylmore is the only 2 nd Lieutenant candidate in the specific area where the 
remains were found (Map Coordinates 57C.V.6). 

8. There were two (2) other 2 nd Lieutenants missing on 23 March 1918 along with 
2 nd Lieutenant Aylmore. The CWGC web site shows that 2 nd Lieutenant Herbert 
Matheson of the “1 /13th (County of London) Battalion (Kensington)” was 
attached to the 1/15 th at the time of his death. He is buried in Plot 3 Row D Grave 
2 at the Le Cateau Military Cemetery (Attachment #8a). 

Also missing on 23 March 1918 was 2 nd Lieutenant Fred Arthur Bright, who 
although slightly wounded at the time, was not killed in action. The records of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) confirm that he was taken 
prisoner on 23 March 1918 (Attachment #8b). On 29 May 1918 it was confirmed 
that he was at Hanover and was “doing well”. 

9. The research material shows that there were ten (10) other men of the Civil 
Service Rifles that were killed in action at the same location, at the same time 
and have known graves in the Assevillers New British Cemetery (Attachment #9). 
Three (3) of those men are buried in the same plot and row as the Unknown 2 nd 
Lieutenant. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

It is our contention that the evidence is overwhelming and that this is the grave of 2 nd 
Lieutenant Alick Guyer Aylmer Aylmore. Quite simply, there are no other qualified 
candidates. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1966670.JPG 


B->i 5 Area I.W.G.C. 
S^ial Nos 18. 


COMPREHENSIVE REPORT 


Army Form W. 3372. 


23-1A-22. 


GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 


Commune: - ^pSEVILLERS 


REPORT No. 


i OHEDULE N(044 c 


PLACE OF BURIAL ASSEVILLERS NEW BRITISH CEMETERY. 


Map Reference 62c. N. 14. a. 9. 7. 


Tlie following are buried here 


Regiment 


Regt 
:fls 




l^th Londo: 

R.E. Ten*. 

R.E. 

R.E. jrf&ouO 

Civil Serivee Rfls UNKN0 
R.E. £5258 

UNKNO 


. is‘~c*n>6n/ 

Civil Ser.Rifles 





NICNQWK /BRITI 
530*8^6 ELLIN 


L 




J .S’. 
CER 8/Lt. 

W.W. 

CER 

IER 

Opi TpS 


3i- 3 -18 
5/- 3 

3/- 3- /«■( 
23- 3- /f 


00 


<L 






Date 
of Death 


E 

dv~ E - A» ) • 

E 
E 
E 


z>z-y- 1 ? 


VC ttX 

^ -O') 0 






Cross Erecfcga 
or G. R. U’ 


$$#fyacS' 


j //$ 


■ a£ 




'V 




Plot, Row 
and Grave 


rz*nfsn 

Sir- 

i 

V 






(6 31 5) W3NJ0—P2723 100,000 9/19 HWV(P1024) Forma/W3372,3 

— 




, 


Regimental History OF the “Civil Service Rifles” from the Long, Long Trail : 

August 1914 : at Somerset House. Part of 4th London Brigade, 2nd London Division. Moved on 
mobilisation to Bedmond, and then in November to billets at Watford. 

18 March 1915: landed at Le Havre. 

11 May 1915: formation became 140th Brigade in 47th (2nd London) Division. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return, http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1966848.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2068287.JPG 


No. of Contract- 


—dated - 


Name and Address of Finn. 


3mpetfal UHar Grapes Commission. sd«w. "a" a«s— 

Name of Cemetery. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS ASSEjro-'*Ra "B 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to he inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design'. 


To be Btencilled on foot of 
headstones below ground lovel 
abbreviated thus:— 

/ps sf«/- n.V-c. 7 


Dii^No. 

and Layout 

1st Line. 

2nd Line. 

8rd Line. 

4 Lb Line. 


Centre 

of 

Stone. 

To bo stoaoilled on foot 
of Hoads tone* below 
ground lend. 


Number and Rank. 

Initials, NAME and Honours. 

Regiment. 

Date of Death. 

In any instance where the entry 
" NONE " appears In Col. fl, th. Ago 
will bo omitted from the lleadstono 
and tbs Date o( Death centred 
laterally. 

Age. 

Rolls. 

Emb. 

Plot P. 
Row R. 
Qravo G. 

P.R.Oe 

No. of 
Btono. 

(1) 

(a) 

(8) 

U) 

(6) 

(0) 

(7) 

(8) 

(8) 


— 





II P4 /1G A SOLDIER 


L AYOUT Hi A SOLDIER 
IA Y-TJT 1 ft l Ji SOIDIBR 
L:\2ouj 3H l a Soldier 

laOO/3 .'/ 653_ PRIVATE 

12C0/1A 3974 PRIVATE 

l2«/iA 535213 PRIVATE 
12J2/1SCC/G\ 531691 PRIVATE 


OF THE QREAT WAR 

OF THE GREAT V<AR 

OF THE GREAT WAR 
OF THE QREAT WAR 

J. SHADE 


Hertfordshire regiment 


CROoS 9 C 5 


lAUST,MACHINE GUN CORPS /20TH AUGUST 




liflo/jSCC/t 

ll&o/lSCC/B 




652114 DRIVER 
56443 SAPPER 

SAfWii 


W.J. 

O. F. 

P. J. 
8. 

J. 

w. r. 


WORTHINQTON /10TH BN. AUSTRALIAN 

INF. 


. 25TH AUGUST 

IfgjiRP 


1918 

1918 


CROSS 

CROSS 

CR0S3 
AGE 36 C ROSS 
AGE 24 CROSS 


9 C 6 

9 C 7 


■U 1 * • AAJKV / 

PILKINGTON ff.W»0. CIVIL SERVICE \53im MARCH 1918/ AGE 19 CROSS 9 D 1 

V RIFLES ~“T- -- - J 4? 

(FOR PARTICULARS OF LAYOUT DISC. ETC. 
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/'! M Sri / Z 
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-4 
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22ND MARCH 1918 AGE 26 CROSS 9 D 7 


/r- 


/lQ/y iOt. D/tr fl , 
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LAYOUT 111 A SOLDIER 1 O F THE GREAT T AR 
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{m 

tc±'A/f* f*ft9 r*or : Frc£/Q. j 
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CROSS 9 D 9 


587 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Bapaume Map 
389WW1MAP. http://diqitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/obiect/macrepo%3A4201 
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SORER-LE-G RAND 


ATTACHMENT #5 


The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas.57cSE3 Sorel-le-Grand Edition 3A May 1917 Trenches 
Corrected 11/02/1917. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces 
http://www.cwqc.orq/find-war-dead.aspx?cpaqe=1 

Note: 

1. The list of men taken from the CWGC web site was then restricted to those that were on the 
memorials for the unknown. 

2. The location of the regiment was then determined and the general area and research notes were 
added. 

3. Note that the four (4) 2nd Lieutenants lost in May 1917 and named on the Arras Memorial, were 
not serving with the “1/15 th ” at the time of their demise. Smith was attached to the “2/2nd (City of 
London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers)”, The London Regiment”. Clarke, Coldicott and Jamieson 
were attached to the “2nd/6th Bn. London Regiment (City of London Rifles)" and were in France, 
thus properly named on the Arras Memorial. 


surname 

forename 

death 

memorial 

general area 

research notes 

WARE 

BERTRAM KNIGHT 

19-09-16 THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

57C.M.29 

Drop Alley in the High Wood Area 

SMITH 

REGINALD FREDERICK 

14-05-17 

ARRAS MEMORIAL 

57C.G.17 

Bihucourt, nothhwest of Bapaume; attached 2/6th (City of London) Battalion (Rifles) 

CLARKE 

RUSSELL FRANK 

21-05-17 

ARRAS MEMORIAL 

57C.G.17 

Bihucourt, nothhwest of Bapaume; attached 2/6th (City of London) Battalion (Rifles) 

COLDICOTT 

HUBERT ERIC 

21-05-17 

ARRAS MEMORIAL 

57C.G.17 

Bihucourt, nothhwest of Bapaume; attached 2/6th (City of London) Battalion (Rifles) 

JAMIESON 

COLIN MILLER 

21-05-17 

ARRAS MEMORIAL 

57C.G.17 

Bihucourt, nothhwest of Bapaume; attached 2/6th (City of London) Battalion (Rifles) 

MARCHANT 

CHARLES VICTOR 

30-11-17 

CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL 

57C.E.12-57C.F.14 

Bourlon Wood area fighting German counterattacks 

TATUM 

GEORGE EDWARD 

30-11-17 

CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL 

57c. E. 12-57C. F. 14 

Bourlon Wood area fighting German counterattacks 

AYLMORE 

ALICK GUYER AYLMER 

23-03-18 

ARRAS MEMORIAL 

57C.V.6. 

German Operation Michael, Spring of 1918 - with many men of unit 

HUGHES 

ROBERT CHARLES 

17-08-18 

VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

62d.K.12,18, 23b, 24 

Bois des Tailles area north of Bray to the southwest near Memetz 

GARRETT 

MAURICE HUMPHRIS 

02-09-18 

VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

62c. C. 3 

In the area of Rancourt, St Poerre Vaast Wood to the south near Peronne 



Valenciennes 


Denain 


France 


Cagnicourt 

Bullecourt 


Cambrai 


Beaumont-Hamel 


Villers-Guisl 


Amien! 


BelliCourt 

itin 


Samt-Quei 


George Tatum 
.Charles Marchant 
57c.E.12 area 


Remains at 
57c.V.6.b.3.6 


Robert Hughes 
62d.K.12, 18, 23b, 24 


Maurice Garrett 
62c.C.3.b.5.2 


Alick Aylmore 


Ten (10) other men of the regiment 
are buried in the Assevillers New 
British Cemetery, all KIA at the same 
time as 2nd. Lt Aylmore (22-23 
March 1918). 


Reginald Smith 
Russell Clarke 
Hubert Coldicott 
Colin Jamieson 
57c.G.17 


Bertam Ware_ 

57c.M.29.d.05.90 


57a 


Le Nouvion 


2 nd Lt. Alick Aylmore 


Page 10 


Assevillers NBC, Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 















ATTACHMENT #6a 


War Diary of the 1/15 th Battalion London Regiment for September 1916. The National Archives reference 
WO 95/2732/1 (page 4 of 5). 
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ATTACHMENT #6b 


War Diary of the 58 Division, Headquarters Branches and Services Adjutant Quartermaster General : 
10th January 1917 to 30th April 1919. The National Archives reference W095/2992/2. 


• • 

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118. 

Inatractkjns regarding War Ihariaa and I»UtlUgenr« or 

^o e . 

will bo prepared in maniueripf. (£n*a* kmJing noi f'fuirtd.) 

Hare 

| Data 

Hour 

Summary of Krenta and Information 

| Komar k. aad 

iftewmw to 

in the 
Field 

b 7 

110 th 


178rd Inf .ride, in the line) m^gooUitl eootor 

T 




174th Inf. rile. In the lliu) 

176th Inf.ride, in rosorvo at HXriUUOURX. 





AdVanood Uoadquartors oatabl is hod at M01UT at’ 10 a.n. Rox Headquarters remained at rilriUOJUitT. 





Oaaualtle# Moon 16th to Boon loth* 

Killed Wounded Ulueing 





Off* u.ilt Off • O.R. Off. GaM« 

n/let Ldn. - 9 4 SO - 7 a/Lt.O.L. JKFl'&ViOM, 2/LL.V.UUDB0a, 

Oapt.UUaiiSB, RAMO, E/Lt.P.U.TO aXWORTHX. 

z/sml lAn. 1 XT 0 70 - - IZ/Lt.H.F.ii:.iai,|B/Lt.P.J.D.OOQDWI», a/ht. 

L.WULIi. U/Lllli.Z.V .WIXiLIAUE. 8/Lt. 













e/srd Ldn. x ES 1 01 - a z/fct.H.E.HALL, Oopt.O.TlkWFOO., UAUO 









2/Lt.H.O.PKA XT 




aoo n.ii.ooy. - - « so oapt.r.o.uuaua, Lt.u.a.miiszn. t, a/ut. 






r.lUWuUUlU, B/liV.U.B.UlUiUUB 





E/Oth Un. - 8 - T - - 





Signal Coy. - 1 - r 












1 


1 

. 

T.iji. w» wToa-m imm 4 i». nri.aea 



lnatrwction* regarding War Diana* ami InUlligcnre 
Smnmarire are oonlainad in K. & Ren., Part II. 
and iLc Stall Manual rcapoetirdy. Tilin pagt* 
will bm prepared in mannorript. 


WAR DIARY 


(Emm k* * J i*c mi r.purtl.) 


Army Form 2118. 


Pug* 8. 


Hare 


in the 
Field 


Data I Hour 


Summary of KvcnU and Information 


iOth(tontd Casualtiesi 

8/dth London 
8/7th do 
190 M.O.QOjr. 
8/l8th Lornion 
290 bdo . :tPA 
Oil Field CO.RB 
2/2nd Plold Awb. 


i<tn»ark» and 

r«*fwu»re to 
App end tore 


Killed 
Off. O.R. 
5 


Wounded 
Off. O.R. 
1 81 

4 

1 8 

0 
1 

1 

- 1 


Lieut•A.HALPOHD 
Lieut.H.o.LIKO 


8 /Lt. J.T.hAHIKli 


2/4th London*. 8/3rd London. , 800 M.ti.Ooy. and 175rd T.M.Bty. eoved to oaap V. of BIHUOOUriT 
H.q* and remining Battalions of the 178rd ride, novod to oaap B* of BIHUGOURT. 

174th und 176th Inf.ride*, in the front line eyeton. 

Casualties Boon 80tb to Boon 21sti 

Killed Wounded Mlesing 
Off. O.R. Off. O.H. Off. O.R. 

2/let Londons - 7 - 10 - 

2/801 do 1 X 

2/3 rd do - 1 

2/2nd Field Ant. - 1 

8/9th Londons - 1 

8/llth do -8 - 19 - 

8/lfith do 10 

216 M.O.OOy. X 

2/7 th Londons - - 1 7 - - 

196 M.O.COy. - 4 - 8 - - 

8/6th Lomlona l 17 4 88 7 111 


Lieut.C.K.WKIOHT 
8/Lt. 


) Major R.H.Collins - KILLED 

) Lt.C.A.HALL, 8/Lt.F.PICKUP,2/Lt.H.K.SMITH, 




i n.BiIT'.li.'IT wound ml. 


. Lt.K.F.CLARKB.Qu; t. J. HARTLBX, 

2/Lt.0.M.JAKX*S0*,I Lout.f.p.KBl.Lga, 

8/Lt.H.».OOLDICOTT, Z/Lt.O.A.M.T.JOHBSOKJ 

J/H. U.U.TOitBUi ■ ■U.lng. 


tjim. Wi tnaa 
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ATTACHMENT #6c 


The Cambrai operations, 1917 (Battle of Cambrai) Extract from The Long, Long Trail : 
(Copyright Milverton Associates Limited). 

20 November - 30 December 1917: the Cambrai operations. A British attack, originally 
conceived as a very large scale raid, that employed new artillery techniques and 
massed tanks. Initially very successful with large gains of ground being made, but 
German reserves brought the advance to a halt. Ten days later, a counter-attack 
regained much of the ground. Ultimately a disappointing and costly outcome, but 
Cambrai is now seen by historians as the blueprint for the successful “Hundred Days” 
offensives of 1918. 


The German plan was simply to cut of the neck of the salient by attacking on each side, 
with the strongest blow to come on the southern side. The blow fell at 7.30am on the 
30th November, and was devastatingly fast and effective. By 9am, the Germans had 
penetrated almost 3 miles towards Havrincourt Wood. Byng’s Third Army faced 
disaster, with the real prospect of several divisions being cut off in the trap. The first 
attack fell on the 55th (West Lancashire) and 12th (Eastern) Division on the south¬ 
eastern side of the salient. The Germans climbed the slope to re-take Lateau Wood, 
pushed up the complex of shallow ravines south of Banteux, moved through Villers 
Guislain and past Gouzeaucourt. Amongst the troops defending the artillery positions at 
Gouzeaucourt were thel 1th United States Engineer Company. The direction of the 
assault was across British divisional boundaries, and the command structure rapidly 
broke down as the troops became mixed up. 

Three German divisions attacked to the north, supported by an intense Phosgene 
barrage, intending to cut the Bapaume-Cambrai road near Anneux Chapel. They were 
repulsed by the machine gun barrage of the 47th (London), 2nd and 56th (London) 
Divisions, who had relieved the 36th and 40th. No Germans reached the road. Fierce 
fighting continued in the southern area for Gonnelieu, Les Rues Vertes and Masnieres. 
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ATTACHMENT #6d 


War Diary of the 1/15 th Battalion London Regiment for August 1918. The National Archives reference WO 
95/2732/1 (page 3 of 4). 
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ATTACHMENT #6d 


War Diary of the 1/15 th Battalion London Regiment for August 1918. The National Archives reference WO 
95/2732/1 (extracts of pages 1 and 3). 


N 


At° about * 117 3 O . p • the Battnt was relieved by the London Irish 
r BBf , t \ gnd marched to a eosition of assembly on the 

jSrt S.W. of BOUOHAVESNES, aad 300 yds. 

0 f The e ol 1 ^ «rthi°the' 74 X ! DiviBion should attack from 
Trenches immediately S. of the ^nfantry Bde. boundary 

(C.lO.c.7.9.), their final objective being NURLU. The 74th. 

Division was aleo to be responsible for the capture and morning ut 
nf yol^LilNS The 140 Infantry Bde* was to follow them closely, 

Battn* SS the left, the l/l7th. Battn. on the rxgnt 
«d the 1/Sleta Battn. in suip>rt. After crossing the CANAL 

du NORO (E. of UOIBLAINS) the 140 Infantry Bde. was to wheel left, 
forming a defensive flan* on the high ground to the N. of 

trench, where thejrewere to join U P w * th £he ^ J f^rWhfc ori 
wore to caoture this trench. Order from left to ri it on 

defensive flan*;- 21st. London, 1/Civil Service Riflee, 17th. 

The 140th. Infantry Bdo. was to follow the 229 Infantry Bde., 

defensive flan *a facing N. as far as NURLU. 


MONASTIR 
who 


London. 
who woulc 


The only dead of tue 74th. Division whom I personally saw in 
the section of ground with which my Battn. wae concerned, were 
lying about 300 yds. from our starting point, - the RANCOURT-^ERONHE 
road. Since these dead were not there when we originally 

advanced, I can only come to the conclusion, which is share . by all 
who were with me on the battlefield during the action and after, 
that here, at least, the 140th. Infantry Bde*, instead of being in 
support, found itself with its flan .s unsecurea, and with the barrage 
io far ahead as to be ueeleoo, carrying out the main attac* on a 
strong enemy position, and that the 74th. Division, so fxr from being 
Ln front of us, was behind us. 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


War Diary of the 1/15 London Regiment, Civil Service Rifles. March 1918. The National Archives 
reference WO 95/2732/1. 
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ATTACHMENT #8a 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2019517. JPG 




CCJPHEHEN3IVE REPORT. 


ml y v k 

^.riny Form W. 6372. 


\ GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

„ A REPORT No. V. SCHEDULE No4 

Commune: CATKiuJ ; 


PLACE OF BURIAL LE CATEAD JSrftuAR MILITARY CEMETERY. 


Map Reference 


Certified complete and 
eorreot. 


57b.K.33.a.8.9. 


The following are buried here:— 


Regiment 


Q. Y. R. 

ll/Bty.152/Bde.} 

R. F.A. j 

ft.F Artillery 


No. 


Name 


Rank 

and Initials 


Date | Cross Erected j Plot, Row 

of Death I or G. R. U’d. i and Grave 


IPLCT 3. ROW 1 B' , ONE!OCRS PLOT . | 


'd. i and Grave 

L • to -R « 


3/ 

4*'. 


ELESTW0C8G■ Lieut. ' 1 12-7-16 

CSOGHLAN i 2/Lt.W.H. 26-8-14 

\ (believed -to be) i , 

Capt.C.tf. , 5* 




t 




PLOT 3. ROW 


O' , OFFI CERS PLOTi 


2/A ,8c 0 J 1 . 
do 

^Suffolk Regt. 
2/A.& S.H. 
do 


KENNEDY 
BRUCE 

UacLSAN l C. 
MaeLEAN (/ 


Capt.A.E. 
Capit.Hon.R. 


26-8-14 j 

IT 


1 J 

2 J 


ieut. G H ^ yy/o T> ' 3 i 


Lt.A.E. 
Major 


26-8-14 

I it ■ 


, 4 J. 
5/ 


ir 


PLOT 3. ROY/, t D l . OFFICERS PLOT 


2/5 East Lanos. 


CQBqiRlTE 

( Edward Be: 


|l3/att,15/Londons i MATHESON / 


2/Lieut 
Irtram) 


1-4-18 j 


£/Li.a. j 24-3-19 


! 1 / 


lS/Londona TT do. 

5/Res.Lancs.Pus. 
7/Leicesters ’D' Go. 


TARKSS" 

R0S3 •- 
FIELD 


•' /Lt.rar 


rold| 


- 3 V 7 - 


Lt.Harold 
Lt.A.M. | 22-3-18 




-- 


PLOT 3. ROW 


' E' . OFFI PER 3 P LOT 


8/lcieestere 

R. N. 

59/ U..G.O. 
ffl /92 Bde .R.F.A. 
2/7 Shernoods 


SMITH 
PATTISSON 
(D.S.C. ( 
EOWARTE 
PATTERSON f 


Lt•W• G. 

Observer 117-3-18 
Sub.Lt.Y/.L.H. 
Lt.J.H. 6-12-17 
Lt.H.Scott.7-12-17 


GASCOYNE i/Oapt.Charles 11-5-17! 


l/ 

2 / 

s y 




-r 


' T- : - 


(« 3! 5) W27QD—P.3733 1S.OOO 12/20 HWVfPBatf/ JoJtfkLi * K ^ 'Tl 

*11?i .CESS&'Ji- 


2 nd Lt. Alick Aylmore 


Page 17 Assevillers NBC, Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 













































ATTACHMENT #8b 


The Archives of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC): Prisoners of the First World War. 
https://qrandequerre.icrc.org/ 


u 

i .k.d. 

‘BRIGHT F 

B B I 

red Arthur 

Al3Ll97 

\ 

»/ Lt. London Rgt,. 


Mr;;. 

Bright. 9C 

I.itnoar.i or 

Rd., 

Foreat Gate 

!i London ! 

■- 'j • • i. 4 

Tui. LordurtL "Priuor- 

(tv Hannon 

/or r,lightly 

wounded 

doing wo] 

l1" 


fJi U'l/7. 

/*. 6. // . ndu*/r 

<o -icit* L 



I8.7.18.T 

al.LahrtWiro 

trana- 

mitted to 

FA Bright". 


9.7.18.T«l.Loadon:tir 

mlttttd to FamilXy." 

y trana- 

24,7.18.T«l.Lahrt "Wira from 
D«vl«s # Nan#r Park,London trana- 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces 
http://www.cwqc.orq/find-war-dead.aspx?cpaqe=1 

Note: 

1. There are another ten (10) men of the regiment buried in the Assevillers New British Cemetery. 

2. Three (3) of the men are buried in the same Plot and Row as the Unknown 2 nd Lieutenant. 

3. It is quite possible that the UNKNOWN BRITISH OFFICER buried in Plot 9 Row D Grave 8 is Lt. 
Walter Victor Mantach Broad of the Civil Service Rifles. He is the only other unknown officer of 
the regiment lost at that time and at that location. As there is no unit affiliation, the case was not 
pursued at this time. There are 11 other Lieutenants on the Arras Memorial for 23 March 1918. 


surname 

initials 

death 

rank 

regiment 

0 

grave 

BELLINGHAM, M.M. 

FS 

22-03-18 

Corporal 

15th Bn. 

'530889' 

IX. D. 10. 

ELLIOTT 

PJ 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

’531691' 

IX. D. 2. 

FYFE 

JC 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'535123' 

VII. G. 6. 

JEFFERY 

WE 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'533567' 

XII. G. 5. 

JENVEY 

SH 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'536611' 

X. D. 2. 

NEVES 

WH 

23-03-18 

Private 

"D" Coy. 

'535234' 

X. D.5. 

PILKINGTON 

OF 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'535213' 

IX. D. 1. 

REDCLIFFE 

F R 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'535405' 

VII. G. 7. 

SMITH 

E W 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'535206' 

X. D. 3. 

WILLIAMS 

H E 

23-03-18 

Private 

15th Bn. 

'532674' 

X. D.4. 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

This process differs from cases related to members of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
as these do not go first to the CWGC Canadian Agency in Ottawa. We have modified the 
requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 

Alan Gregson, Jnr. 

Private Researcher 

Stoak Village, Cheshire, UK 

thetrench22(a>amail.corn 

Report 

Investigator 

Timothy McTague 

Private Researcher 

Rhode Island USA 

timmct(a)verizon.net 

Report 

Reviewer 
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